
PROJECT HANDPRINT  SYMPOSIUM - 1 NOVEMBER 2014  
 

 PROGRAM 
 
10am  Welcome and introductions 
 
10:15 - 11:45  Panel discussion: If I could change one thing about food and water 
systems… 
Panelists: Beth DeSombre, Shani Fletcher ‘98, Rachel Greenberger ‘00, Kristina Jones, 
Layli Maparyan, Rob Paarlberg.    Moderator: Pamela Coravos ‘81. 
 
12:00 - 1pm  Lunch buffet 
 
1:00 - 3:15pm Multiple activities to choose from: 
 
1:00  Tour: Alumnae Valley constructed wetlands with Professor Emeritus Peter 
Fergusson 
 
1:30 Class-led discussion: Ecowomanism (AFR 238, Maparyan) 
 
2:00 Class-led discussion: Farm-in-a-box (ES 103, Turner; ES/GEOS 201, Brabander; BISC 
209 McDonough & Klepac-Ceraj, Mia Howard ‘12) 
 
2:30 Class-led discussion: Food and environment in Latin America (ES 229, Goodall) 
 
1:30 - 3:15 Information/discussion tables: 

● Sustainable Wellesley: What is “real” food?  (Office of Sustainability, Sharon Bort) 
● SCoop: what’s new at the Sustainability Coop (SCoop residents) 
● Women’s prison program: horticulture and farming (Marcy Thomas) 
● Support Massachusetts agriculture (New Entry Sustainable Farming Project, Noelle 

Fogg ‘09) 
● Handprinter network station: record your handprinter activities and aspirations (Jess 

Hunter) 
 
3:15pm  Wrap-up: take-homes and next steps  
 
4pm  Optional tour: Edible Ecosystem Teaching Garden (Gail Kahn and Kristina Jones) 
 
 
  



Speakers and discussion leaders include: 
 
Beth DeSombre is the Camilla Chandler Frost Professor of Environmental Studies, with a focus on 
environmental politics, international environmental law, ocean and atmospheric issues, and protection of the 
global commons. 
 
Dan Brabander is Professor of Geosciences at Wellesley, where his research focuses on environmental 
geochemistry, health, and the quantification of toxic metal exposure pathways in the built environment, and 
consequences for urban agriculture.  
 
Gail Kahn is the Assistant Director of the Wellesley College Botanic Gardens, where she develops interpretation 
and facilitates the Botanic Gardens’ outreach activities. 
 
Janet McDonough is an Instructor of Science Laboratory in Biological Sciences at Wellesley, teaching 
microbiology, organismal biology, and environmental horticulture. 
 
Jay Turner is Associate Professor of Environmental Studies at Wellesley, researching and teaching on the 
recent history of U.S. environmental politics and policy.  He is currently teaching a first-year seminar on Food, 
Agriculture, and Environmental Sustainability. 
 
Jess Hunter is the Program Coordinator for the Environmental Studies program, working with faculty and staff 
across campus to develop interdisciplinary research connections and experiential learning opportunities. 
 
Kristina Jones is the Director of the Wellesley College Botanic Gardens and faculty in Biology and 
Environmental Studies, interested in the ecology of designed ecosystems, including edible gardens. 

Layli Maparyan is the Katherine Stone Kaufmann '67 Executive Director of the Wellesley Centers for Women, 
a scholar-activist incorporating basic and applied platforms around a common theme of integrating identities 
and communities in peaceable, ecologically sound, and self-actualizing ways. 

 
Marcy Thomas is an Instructor of Science Laboratory in Biological Sciences and Environmental Studies at 
Wellesley.  She teaches a First Year Writing course on the Influence of Place. For the past year she has 
volunteered at MCI Framingham Correctional Facility in the Horticulture Program.  
 
Mia Howard ’12 is a Research Technician at Wellesley, supporting research in the Farm-in-a-box project, Edible 
Ecosystem Teaching Garden and other areas, and the integration of this research into courses. 
 
Peter Fergusson is the Theodora L. and Stanley H. Feldberg Professor of Art, Emeritus, and lead author of The 
Landscape & Architecture of Wellesley College. 
 
Rachel Greenberger ‘00 is the Director of Food Sol at the Lewis Institute of Babson College.  Food Sol is an 
action tank fueling food entrepreneurs to create new food options that contribute to a brighter food future. 
 
Rob Paarlberg is Betty Freyhof Johnson ’44 Professor of Political Science, researching, teaching and consulting 
on food and agricultural policy, with a focus on farming technologies and poverty in the developing world. 
 
Shani Fletcher ‘98 is the Farm Manager at ReVision Urban Farm, an innovative community-based urban 
agriculture project that grows produce in its own fields and provides access to affordable, nutritious and 
culturally appropriate food to residents of ReVision Family Home and its extended community. 
 
Sharon Bort is the Sustainability Coordinator in the Office of Sustainability at Wellesley. Alongside the Director 
of Sustainability she collaborates with students, faculty, and staff to reduce the Wellesley’s impact on the 
environment and promote positive behavior change. 


