
   INAUGURAL SYMPOSIUM   
                          9 NOVEMBER 2013   
 

PROGRAM 
 
2pm:  Introduction to Project Handprint, and attending Handprinters  
 
~ 3 – 5pm: Short talks, discussion tables, posters, tours, feedback 
 
5pm: Take-homes and next steps, harvest supper 
 
 

 
Short talks with Q & A, moderated by Jay Turner: 
Dorrie Pizzella ‘80: Agriculture in New England 
 
Eva Sommaripa ‘63: Dancing with Microbes - a Farmer and her Soil 
 
Dan Brabander, faculty: Agriculture, Health, and Food Security in the Built Environment 
 
Louisa Kasdon ‘73: Handprinters and the Future of Food  
 
 
Videos from Handprinters abroad (following the talks, in the same area): 
Carly Gayle ‘13: Permaculture and Engineering: Design for Sustainable Living in Bali 
 
Vida Chavez-Garcia ‘05: La Vida Organica: Permaculture in Argentina 
 
Hoi-Fei Mok ‘10: Food Insecurity in the US: A Matter of Access 
 
 
Discussion tables: 
Celebration, Conscience, Culture, Custom: What We Bring to the Table - Jess Hunter, Gail Kahn  
 
Deep Green Living at Wildside: Teaching Ourselves a Can-Do Approach to Our Uncertain 
Future – Sue Bridge ‘60 
 
Edible Ecosystems: Agriculture in the Suburbs?  Katie Goodall, Kristina Jones, Mia Howard ‘12 
 
Farming as a Career – Eva Sommaripa ‘63, Phoebe Poole ‘08 
 
Food Security in New England – Dorrie Pizzella ‘80, Dan Brabander 
 
New Approach to Food Waste on Campus – students  
 
Regeneration Student Farm and the Future of Farming on Campus – students  
 
Tracing Nutrients from Soil to Plate - Alden Griffith, Mia Howard ‘12 
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Speakers and discussion leaders: 
Alden Griffith is a plant ecologist and Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies at Wellesley, where 
he studies how environmental factors and biological interactions affect the success of plant populations. 
 
Carly Gayle ‘13 is a Madeleine Albright Fellow serving as project coordinator for a permaculture farm 
and education center at the Taman Petanu Eco-Neighborhood in Bali. 
 
Cathy Summa ’83 is Director of the Science Center at Wellesley and a geoscientist, with a particular 
interest in science education. 
 
Dan Brabander is Associate Professor of Geosciences at Wellesley, where his research focuses on 
environmental geochemistry, health, and the quantification of toxic metal exposure pathways in the built 
environment, and consequences for urban agriculture.  
 
Dorrie Pizzella ’80 is Chief of Staff of the Massachusetts Dept. of Agricultural Resources. 
 
Eva Sommaripa ’63 is a farmer and owner of Eva’s Garden in South Dartmouth, MA, a certified organic 
grower supplying culinary herbs, edible flowers and specialty greens to the restaurant trade. 
 
Gail Kahn is Assistant Director of the Wellesley College Botanic Gardens, where she develops 
interpretation and facilitates the Botanic Gardens’ outreach activities. 
 
Hoi-Fei Mok ’10 is a PhD student at the University of Melbourne, studying the feasibility of wastewater 
reuse for agricultural irrigation in Australia, and aiming to pursue a career in the area of food security, 
focusing on food access and nutrition for women and other marginalized groups.  
 
Jay Turner is Associate Professor of Environmental Studies at Wellesley, researching and teaching on 
the recent history of U.S. environmental politics and policy.  He is currently teaching a first-year seminar 
on Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sustainability. 
 
Jess Hunter is Program Coordinator for Environmental Studies at Wellesley, working with faculty, staff 
and students across campus to develop interdisciplinary research and experiential learning opportunities. 
 
Katie Goodall is a Botany Fellow at Wellesley, studying landscape ecology, biodiversity conservation, 
and landowner decision making, from coffee farms in Latin America to apple orchards in New England. 
 
Kristina Jones is Director of the Wellesley College Botanic Gardens and faculty member in Biology and 
Environmental Studies, studying ecological approaches to growing food. 
 
Lousia Kasdon ’72 is a food and health writer, and founder and CEO of Let’s Talk About Food, which 
creates events to engage the public and experts in conversation around our food system. 
 
Mia Howard ’12 is a Research Technician at Wellesley, supporting research in the Edible Ecosystem 
Teaching Garden and other areas, and the integration of this research into courses. 
 
Phoebe Poole ’08 is the farm manager for Apple Street Farm, which provides the produce for Boston-
area restaurants L’Espalier and Sel de la Terre. 
 
Sue Bridge ’60 lives and farms essentially free of fossil fuels at Wildside, her 8-acre permaculture-
inspired estate in Conway, Massachusetts. 
 
Vida Chavez-Garcia ‘05 is part of a mother-daughter duo living and working with international 
volunteers on their permaculture farm, Huerta de Vida, in Argentina.  


